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Predictions which make you win...

statesman News Service

{OLKATA, May 14: A city
»ased NGO has announced
hat it would reward any
sstrologer able to rightly
rredict the results of the Lok
abha polls, with Rs 25 lakh.
The NGO, Science and
lationalist’s Association of
ndia, has challenged
strologers across the coun-
°y to predict India’s future.
Predictions regarding vic-
ory margins of Mrs Sonia
iandhi, Mr Lal Krishna
dvani, Miss. Mamata
anerjee, Mr Lalu Prasad
nd Mr Ram Vilas Paswan ~
ill also be considered. Mr
rabir Ghosh, general secre-

tary of the NGO said that
astrologers make false pro-
paganda and as soon as the
results are declared, they
cleverly claim that it was
their prediction that had
matched the reality.

He also said that

astrologers  swindle and
they even go to the extent of
taking bulk money from
political leaders, just to give
them assurances of win-
ning.
Mr Ghosh, condemning
the treacherous nature of
astrologers,  said that
astrologers should be pun-
ished for giving false assur-
ances to people.

The NGO has thus

announced a reward of Rs
25 lakh and has dared
astrologers to predict it
right. They have also
claimed that they were
ready to close down their
organisation, should any
astrologer accept the chal-
lenge and is able to predict
the election results correctly.
Mr Ghosh said, astrologers
had even claimed that the
Trinamul ‘Congress would
come to power after the

2004 Assembly polls.
When contacted,
astrologer Khana ma

denied allegations of false
propaganda and said that
her predictions were always

right.

. - *",( ‘3\.& !
& = )

Relative Humidty: Max 98%; Min 62%
Relative humidity at 8.30 a.m.: 83% (+20)
and at 5.30 p.m.: 76% (+10)

Rainfall: 34.4 mm

Hooghly river tides at Garden Reach: i
May 15: High water 4.20 am 4.32 mt @ May 15: Low water 12.29 pm 1.85 mt
May 15: High water 4.40 pm 4.55 mt @ May 16: Low water 1.00 am 1.97 mt

I | Yesterday's eatings:
Mex temp up to 5.30 pm. was 33.3 (3)
I Min temp up t0 8.30 &.m. was 24.1 (2]

€ |©
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Now that the votes are in, astrologers are
the losers
Shaikh Azizur Rahman, Foreign Correspondent

« Last Updated: May 28.2009 11:22PM UAE / May 28. 2009 7:22PM GMT

Amritlal is one of Kolkata's best known astrologers. In 1991 he predicted a bright future
for the former Indian prime minister Rajiv Gandhi three days later before he was
assassinated. Shaikh Azizur Rahman / The National

KOLKATA // Fortune tellers flopped in their quest to predict the outcome of this year’s
election, with groups dedicated to their demise saying the results prove they are frauds.

Two rationalist groups, which preach against irrational blind faith and superstition,
organised competitions for astrologists and other fortune tellers, offering millions of
rupees if anyone could accurately forecast who would dominate Indian politics for the
next five years.

The first competition, organised by Kolkata’s Science and Rationalists Association of
India (SRAI), offered 2.5 million rupees (Dh194,000), and the second, held by the
Federation of Indian Rationalist Associations (FIRA), offered one million rupees.

The two groups received a total of 450 responses — including a few from amateur
psephologists, who use statistical analysis to predict elections — with all of them failing to
come even close to picking the winners.

Prabir Ghosh, the SRAI secretary, said “yet again it was proved that astrologers or
fortune tellers were fraudsters”.

Those who accepted the FIRA challenge were asked to answer 25 questions such as

predicting the number of seats to be won by specific mainstream parties, and the number
of votes polled by some high-profile candidates.
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